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was anchored off Cape Teke and connected by telegraph
and telephone with the whole front. General Davies then
embarked in her and was able to keep in touch with his
Chief of Staff and General Lawrence throughout the
operation.

The wind freshened, douds banked up to the south-
ward and there was an ominous swell from that direction.
About ii p.m., to add to our anxieties, the Signal Station
at de Totts reported that they could hear what sounded
like the engine of a submarine on the surface standing
down the Straits.

By 2 a.m. the weather was very bad, but the enemy
had not been shelling die beaches to anything like the
extent they usually did on a normal night, and they were
evidently not in the least suspicious. About that time two
white rockets shot up, which meant that an enemy sub-
marine had been sighted. The Prince George, which had
just embarked 2,000 men of the Naval Division, reported
that she had been struck by a torpedo which did not
explode.* The Mars, with 2,600 men on board, was
close to the Prince George, and we stood over towards her
at once fearing the worst. By that time all the other
troop carriers had sailed, and there were only 3,200 men
left on shore to come off in four destroyers.

As at Anzac and Suvla, hospital tents were left fully
equipped for the wounded, and the dumps were not to
be fired if any wounded were left behind.

At 3.55 a.m., to our intense relief, the bonfires were
lit, which meant that the kst man had left the shore. Five
minutes later our store dumps were in a colossal blase.

At kst the enemy realised that we were really going,
scores of rockets shot into the sky from Asia and GallipolL
Every enemy gun burst into flame and the beaches and
piers, which half an hour before were crowded with men,
were smothered with hundreds of bursting shells. Our
ammunition dumps all over the Peninsula, exploded by
time fuses, contributed to the confusion; finally our main
magazine blew up with a terrific roar.

* Despite a most circumstantial report, we now know there   was   no
submarine there.